VAPAHCS Recognized as Top Performer
in Women Veterans’ Health Care
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Dr. Patty Hayes, center, presents the Clinical Excellence in Women’s Health Award to Dr. Larry Leung, 
VAPAHCS Chief of Staff, while VAPAHCS medical and mental health staff join in today’s celebration.

Dr. Patty Hayes, Chief Consultant, Women Veterans Strategic Health Care Group, traveled from VA headquarters today to present VA’s first, and right now only, Clinical Excellence in Women’s Health Award to the VA Palo Alto Health Care System.  

“When the Secretary asks for an example of an outstanding women’s health program, I tell him VA Palo Alto,” said Dr. Hayes. “When Congress asks where they can see the best women’s health program in action, I tell them to go to VA Palo Alto.”  

In 2008, the VAPAHCS treated more than 6,000 women, who represented approximately 10 percent of the overall veterans treated.  Many of the hospital’s programs treat women veterans from all over northern California and the residential post traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) program has treated women from every state in the Union.

            

 While all veterans require convenient access to medical care, we recognize that women have some special needs that must be addressed, said VAPAHCS Director of the Women’s Health Program Dr. Samina Iqbal.  “Our success is because of the joint efforts of the women's health center and women's mental health center teams providing an interdisciplinary health care approach for women that is unparalleled in the civilian sector.”

Dr Hayes finished by saying, “In every area, the VA Palo Alto Health Care System’s efforts in caring for women veterans is appreciated and recognized at the highest levels.  You are the model for the country.”

