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For Immediate Release

Feb. 10, 2010
New VA Outpatient Clinic Opens in East Bay
The 45,000 veterans who live in the East Bay between San Lorenzo and Fremont

now have Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) medical and mental health care services in
their backyard. The VA Palo Alto Health Care System opened a new Community Based
Outpatient Clinic on Feb. 10, among the cheers from more than 200 Veterans, local VIPs

“We are very pleased to be able to offer veterans in the East Bay clinical services,

and VA staff.
which up until now they had to get at either our Livermore or Palo Alto Divisions,” said
Lisa Freeman, director of VA Palo Alto Health Care System (VAPAHCS). “The new

clinic will offer primary care and mental health services.”
The new, 10,000 square-foot outpatient clinic in Fremont is located at 39199
Liberty Street, Fremont. “I can’t tell you how happy | am to represent Fremont and partner
with VA,” said Fremont Mayor Bob Wasserman. “I am myself a Veteran, so | completely
understand what it means for our Veterans to have local access to VA health care.”
“This clinic precedes the development of a large, multi-specialty clinic somewhere
in Fremont approximately five years down the road,” said Freeman. “However, we didn’t
want to wait until 2015 to provide East Bay veterans local health care. Consequently, we
opened this interim clinic until the new, larger East Bay clinic can be built. The location of

the multi-specialty clinic will be in Fremont, too, but the exact location is still to be

determined.”
in approximately 2015. This interim expansion is aimed at bringing some rehabilitation

Additionally, VAPAHCS is looking to expand the clinics in Stockton and Modesto.
services and more mental health services to these sites. It is hoped that both expansions

Again, this will serve as an interim step, until the new Central Valley clinic can be opened

will in 2010.
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Meanwhile, VAPAHCS will continue to operate, maintain and upgrade buildings
and services at the Livermore Division until the new multi-specialty facilities in the East
Bay and Central Valley are complete.

“All of this is very positive news for veterans in Alameda County and Central
Valley. Services will be greatly increased and provided in modern, up-to-date facilities.
No services will be cut, in fact, more veterans will have access to more services than ever

before,” said Freeman.
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