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PSYCHOLOGY PRACTICUM TRAINING PROGRAM 
 
By the end of the rotation, students can expect to be familiar with the full continuum of 
empirically-supported treatment and rehabilitation services for homeless patients and 
those with Substance Use Disorders (SUD) of varying severities and co-morbidities. The 
student will become skilled in conducting assessments, counseling, facilitating large and 
small groups (both interactive and psycho-educational), understanding the design and 
operation of a milieu, and developing an effective personal method of handling the 
feelings that may arise when interacting extensively with SUD patients, especially 
personality-disordered patients. 
 
Training site 
name and 
location 
 

VA Palo Alto HCS, Domiciliary Service, Homeless Veterans 
Rehabilitation Program.  Menlo Park Division. 

Supervisor's 
name 
 

Keith Harris, Ph.D., Susan Anderson, Ph.D., Lawrence Malcus, 
Ph.D. 

Number of 
Students 
Supervised 
 

2 placement slots per year. 

Minimum 
clinical training 
required 
 

2nd year students and beyond. 
 

Skills to be 
learned 
 
 
 
 

Assessment and diagnosis, screening, group therapy, residential 
rehabilitation treatment, milieu therapy, evidence based treatment for 
substance use disorders. 

Special 
considerations 

Residential rehabilitation treatment is intense and involves a full 
commitment to the training experience.  Homeless veterans are a 
challenging, unique, and rewarding population with which to 
work.  Assertiveness and ability to set appropriate boundaries are 
necessary to thrive in this training experience. 
 

 
Clinical Duties 

Assessment and diagnosis, screening for admission into the 
program, facilitation of group and milieu activities, clinical 
documentation, individual contact with veterans, participation in 
program recreational activities. 
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Training site 
name and 
location 
 

Addiction Consultation and Treatment (ACT, BLDG 321) 

Supervisor's 
name 
 

Paula Wilbourne, Ph.D. 

Number of 
Students 
Supervised 
 

4 

Minimum 
clinical training 
required 
 

One previous practicum preferred but not required. 

Skills to be 
learned 
 
 
 
 

Individual psychotherapy/intervention 
Group Psychotherapy 
Family Therapy 
Couples Therapy 
Case Management 
Structured Skills Training Group (Social Skills, Relaxation) 
Interview Assessment 
Brief Intervention/Motivational Interviewing

Special 
considerations 

ACT provides SUD outpatient treatment as well as consultation to 
patients and providers concerning SUDs. 
Must be willing to attend a 2 day workshop in MI. 
Interest in humanistic therapy, substance use disorders, and 
empirically-based treatment. 
Students interested in multicultural issues are strongly encouraged to 
apply. 

 
Clinical Duties 

Clinical interviews and intake assessments 
Treatment planning 
Attending and presenting at interdisciplinary case conference 
Facilitate group therapy 
Individual therapy and case management 
Brief interventions 
Complete referrals 

 


